What is claimed is 



1. A photometric device for performing the steps of: 

a) performing photometry in a predetermined area of 
an overall area where photometry can be performed; 

b) performing photometry in a plurality of subareas 
formed by dividing at least a part of said predetermined 
area; and 

c) when a difference greater than a predetermined 
£3 value exists among the photometric results in said subareas, 

o 

P correcting the photometric result in said predetermined 

- 

||| area based on the photometric results in said subareas and 

:J| 

m determining backlight based on the corrected photometric 
u. result . 

2. The photometric device according to claim 1, wherein 
the photometric result in said predetermined area is 
corrected on the basis of a ratio of an average value of 
the photometric results in said plurality of subareas to a 
value indicating the highest luminance or lowest luminance 
of the photometric results in said plurality of subareas . 
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3 . The photometric device 
the photometric result in 
corrected on the basis of 



according to claim 1 , wherein 
said predetermined area is 
a proportion of photometric 
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results falling within a predetermined high. -luminance range 
or low- luminance range of the photometric results in said 
plurality of subareas - 

4 . The photometric device according to any of claims 1 
to 3, wherein backlight is determined when a difference 
greater than a predetermined reference value exists between 
the photometric result in said predetermined area and a 
photometric result in a peripheral area around said 
predetermined area. 

5- The photometric device according to any of claims 1 
to 4, comprising a plurality of photoelectric conversion 
means arranged on the overall area where photometry can be 
performed, 

wherein a sum of outputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric result in said predetermined area, and 

values corresponding to the outputs from the 
respective photoelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined area are used as the photometric results in 
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said subareas . 



6 . The photometric device according to any of claims 1 
to 5, comprising a plurality of photoelectric conversion 
means arranged on the overall area where photometry can be 
performed, 

wherein a sum of outputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric result in said predetermined area, and 

a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from 
photoelectric conversion means other than the photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area is 
used as the photometric result in said peripheral area. 

7 . The photometric device according to any of claims 1 
to 3, wherein backlight is determined when a difference 
greater than a predetermined reference value exists between 
the photometric result in said predetermined area and a 
photometric result in said overall area. 

8 . The photometric device according to claim 7 , 
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comprising a plurality of photoelectric conversion means 
arranged on the overall area where photometry can be 
performed. 

wherein a sum of outputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric result in said predetermined area, and 

a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means in said overall area is used 
as the photometric result in said overall area. 

9 . The photometric device according to claim 4 , 6 , or 8 , 
wherein a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from 
photoelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined area is used as the photometric result in 
said predetermined area when at least one of the outputs 
from the photoelectric conversion means is less than a 
predetermined value, and a value corresponding to an output 
indicating the lowest luminance of the outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined area is used as the photometric result in 
said predetermined area when all the outputs from the 
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photoelectric conversion means are greater than the 
predetermined value. 

10. A photometric device for performing the steps of: 

a) performing photometry in a predetermined area of 
an overall area where photometry can be performed; 

b) setting a reference value for backlight 
determination based on a difference between the photometric 
result in said predetermined area and a photometric result 
in a peripheral area around said predetermined area or a 
photometric result in said overall area; and 

c) when a difference greater than a predetermined 
value exists among photometric results in subareas formed 
by dividing at least a part o£ said predetermined area, 
correcting said reference value based on the photometric 
results in said subareas . 

11. The photometric device according to claim 10, wherein 
said reference value is corrected on the basis of a ratio 
of an average value of the photometric results in said 
plurality of subareas to a value indicating the highest 
luminance or lowest luminance of the photometric results in 
said plurality of subareas . 

12. The photometric device according to claim 10, wherein 



said reference value is corrected on the basis of a 
proportion of photometric results falling within a 
predetermined high- luminance range or low- luminance range 
of the photometric results in said plurality of subareas . 



a 



13. The photometric device according to any of claims 10 
to 12, wherein backlight is determined when a difference 
greater than a predetermined reference value exists between 
the photometric result in said predetermined area and the 
photometric result in the peripheral area around said 
predetermined area. 

f;j 14. The photometric device according to any of claims 10 
f to 13, comprising a plurality of photoelectric conversion 
ill means arranged on the overall area where photometry can be 
63 performed, 

4* wherein a sum of outputs from photoelectric 

conversion means included in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric result in said predetermined area. 

values corresponding to the outputs from the 
respective photoelectric conversion means included in said 
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predetermined area are used as the photometric results in 
said subareas , and 

a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from 
specific photoelectric conversion means other than the 
photoelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined area is used as the photometric result in 
said peripheral area. 

15. The photometric device according to any of claims 10 
to 12, wherein backlight is determined when a difference 
greater than a predetermined reference value exists between 
the photometric result in said predetermined area and the 
photometric result in said overall area. 

16 . The photometric device according to claim 15 , 
comprising a plurality of photoelectric conversion means 
arranged on the overall area where photometry can be 
performed, 

wherein a sum of outputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric result in said predetermined area. 
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values corresponding to the outputs from the 
respective photoelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined area are used as the photometric results in 
said subareas, and 

a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means in said overall area is used 
as the photometric result in said overall area. 

ih* 17. The photometric device according to claim 14 or 16, 

O wherein a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from 

-. 

§1 photoelectric conversion means included in said 

01 

;i! predetermined area is used as the photometric result in 
f " said predetermined area when at least one of the outputs 
If! from the photoelectric conversion means is less than a 
m predetermined value, and a value corresponding to an output 
indicating the lowest luminance of the outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined area is used as the photometric result in 
said predetermined area when all the outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means are greater than the 
predetermined value. 

18. A photometric device for performing the steps of: 

a) performing photometry in a predetermined area of 
an overall area where photometry can be performed; 
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b) determining any of a plurality of subareas 
Including an object for which backlight is determined on 
the basis of information on measured distance in at least a 
part of said predetermined area, said plurality of subareas 
being formed by dividing at least a part of said 
predetermined area; and 

c) correcting the photometric result in said 
predetermined area based on a photometric result in the 
subarea including said object, and determining backlight 
based on the corrected photometric result. 

19. The photometric device according to claim 18, wherein 
photometry and distance measurement are performed in each 
of said plurality of subareas. 

20. The photometric device according to claim 18 or 19. 
wherein a detection element for performing distance 
measurement also performs photometry. 

21. The photometric device according to any of claims 18 
to 20, wherein the photometric result in said predetermined 
area is corrected on the basis of a proportion of the 
subarea including said object of said plurality of subareas. 

22 . The photometric device according to any of claims 18 
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to 21, comprising a plurality of photoelectric conversion 
means arranged on the overall area where photometry can be 
performed, 

wherein a sum of outputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 

U 

Q photometric result in said predetermined area, and 

C: values corresponding to the outputs from the 

| s ; respective photoelectric conversion means included in said 

3'i 

fj predetermined area are used as the photometric results in 

y. said subareas. 

5: 

p| 23 . The photometric device according to any of claims 18 
fa to 22, wherein backlight is determined when a difference 
greater than a predetermined reference value exists between 
the photometric result in said predetermined area and a 
photometric result in a peripheral area around said 
predetermined area. 



24. The photometric device according to 23, comprising a 
plurality of photoelectric conversion means arranged on the 
overall area where photometry can be performed, 



wherein a sum of outputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included, in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric result in said predetermined area, and 

a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from 
photoelectric conversion means other than the photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area is 
used as the photometric result in said peripheral area. 

25. The photometric device according to any of claims 18 
to 22, wherein backlight is determined when a difference 
greater than a predetermined reference value exists between 
the photometric result in said predetermined area and a 
photometric result in said overall area. 

26. The photometric device according to claim 25, 
comprising a plurality of photoelectric conversion means 
arranged on the overall area where photometry can be 
performed, 

wherein a sum of outputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
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corresponding to an output Indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric result in said predetermined area, and 

a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means in said overall area is used 
as the photometric result in said overall area. 

27. The photometric device according to claim 22, 24, or 
X 26, wherein a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from 
P photoelectric conversion means included in said 
ff! predetermined area is used as the photometric result in 
CI said predetermined area when at least one of the outputs 
N= from the photoelectric conversion means is less than a 

m 

hh predetermined value, and a value corresponding to an output 
Q indicating the lowest luminance of the outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined area is used as the photometric result in 
said predetermined area when all the outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means are greater than the 
predetermined value. 

28. A photometric device for performing the steps of: 

a) performing photometry in a predetermined area of 
an overall area where photometry can be performed; 
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b) setting a reference value for backlight 
determination based on a difference between the photometric 
result in said predetermined area and a photometric result 
in a peripheral area around said predetermined area or a 
photometric result in said overall area; 

c) determining any of a plurality of subareas 
including an object for which backlight is determined on 
the basis of information on measured distance in at least a 
part of said predetermined area, said plurality of subareas 
being formed by dividing at least a part of said 
predetermined area; and 

d) correcting said reference value based on a 
photometric result in the subarea including said object. 

29. The photometric device according to claim 28, wherein 
photometry and distance measurement are performed in each 
of said plurality of subareas. 

30. The photometric device according to claim 28 or 29, 
wherein a detection element for performing distance 
measurement also performs photometry. 

31. The photometric device according to any of claims 28 
to 30 , wherein said reference value is corrected on the 
basis of a proportion of the subarea including said object 
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of said plurality of subareas. 

32. The photometric device according to any of claims 28 
to 31, comprising a plurality of photoelectric conversion 
means arranged on the overall area where photometry can be 
performed, 

wherein a sum of outputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric result in said predetermined area, and 

values corresponding to the outputs from the 
respective photoelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined area are used as the photometric results in 
said subareas. 

33. The photometric device according to any of claims 28 
to 32, wherein backlight is determined when a difference 
greater than a predetermined reference value exists between 
the photometric result in said predetermined area and the 
photometric result in the peripheral area around said 
predetermined area. 
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34. The photometric device according to 33, comprising a 
plurality of photoelectric conversion means arranged on the 
overall area where photometry can be performed, 

wherein a sum of outputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric result in said predetermined area, and 

a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from 
photoelectric conversion means other than the photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area is 
used as the photometric result in said peripheral area. 

35. The photometric device according to any of claims 28 
to 32, wherein backlight is determined when a difference 
greater than a predetermined reference value exists between 
the photometric result in said predetermined area and the 
photometric result in said overall area. 

36. The photometric device according to claim 35, 
comprising a plurality of photoelectric conversion means 
arranged on the overall area where photometry can be 
performed. 
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wherein a sum of outputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric result in said predetermined area, and 

a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means in said overall area is used 
as the photometric result in said overall area. 

37. The photometric device according to claim 32. 34, or 
36, wherein a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from 
photoelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined area is used as the photometric result in 
said predetermined area when at least one of the outputs 
from the photoelectric conversion means is less than a 
predetermined value, and a value corresponding to an output 
indicating the lowest luminance of the outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined area is used as the photometric result in 
said predetermined area when all the outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means are greater than the 
predetermined value . 
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38. A camera comprising said photometric device according 
to any of claims 1 to 37, wherein operations for talcing 
pictures are controlled on the basis of at least one of the 
photometric result in said predetermined area and the 
backlight determination result. 
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